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with green shamrocks and har- 
moniously tinted flowers. The 
cross and inscription: GOD LOVE YOU are outlined in 
gold (equivalent to 22 carats). 


Price: $1.00 each. If sent to same address, 2 for $1.75. 
Special discounts for quantity orders. Please state number wanted. 


During March only, a silver oxidized medal of Saint 
Patrick, which has been blessed and touched to a relic of 
this great Saint, will be included with each order. Medals 
cannot be obtained separately. Due to limited quantity 
only one can be sent with each paperweight. 


Also from Our Craft Shop 


Wall Plaque: Showing a finely detailed figure of St. Benedict, 
beautifully glazed with a gold-lettered inscription; in white with a 
trim of beige, blue, green or dark brown. 9%-inch size. $3.00 each. 


Framed Medal: A 6-inch ceramic medal of St. Benedict glazed 
in green, brown or a golden tan, attractively mounted on velvet 
in a 10-inch square frame of wood. %5.00 each. 


Standing Medal: Of St. Benedict, glazed in green, brown or 
golden tan. Stands $8 inches bigh. During March only $1.50 each. 


Order from: St. Benedict’s Craft Shop 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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C 
& aster Day, 


The gladness of the morning, 
When the long night is done; 
The brightness of the dawning, 
The glory of the sun; 
The earnest of perfection, 
The peace which crowns the strife; 
The joy of Resurrection, 
The gifts of love and life! 


Oh, may the old, old story, 
Told by the empty tomb, 
Light in your lives the glory, 
Chase from your souls the gloom. 
With loving hearts and lowly, 
Offer your Easter gifts: 
Love which Christ’s love makes holy, 
Lives which His Life uplifts. 


God’s Steward 


UR Holy Mother Church holds up many lives for us to imi- 

tate, but there is none that appeals to us more than that 

of St. Joseph. With him we are in excellent company, for he is in 
the company of Jesus. 


The dignity of an office of authority is in proportion to the 
excellence of those over whom the authority is exercised. How 
great then is the dignity and perfection of St. Joseph, who ruled 
God Himself and His Blessed Mother! What prudence, discre- 
tion, purity of intention and love of God and man must have 
been found in St. Joseph! How humble, how kind, how thought- 
ful, how faithful he must have been! It is not possible to sup- 
pose that any saint could parallel the dignity of St. Joseph, 
which is surpassed only by that of our Blessed Mother. 


Our Lord obeyed St. Joseph with perfect obedience. He, as 
Man, was St. Joseph’s natural superior. In His Sacred Human- 
ity, He had authority over all creation. Yet He, the Lord of all, 
made St. Joseph lord over Himself. This exalted position was 
derived directly from Our Lord Himself. St. Joseph was His 
choice. 


Thus we learn from the action of Our Lord the happiness 
of obedience. It is not a matter of degradation to be subject 
to another who possesses lawful authority. Rather, it is a priv- 
ilege, as we glean from the fact that Jesus Christ chose it. Obe- 
dience, the great virtue of the Holy Family, the virtue that is 
great above all others, keeps us humble, loyal, spiritual-minded, 
like St. Joseph. 


In all temporal and spiritual necessities, “Go to Joseph!” 
Take him into your confidence—have confidence in him. Make 
him your Patron, for he is God’s steward in heaven as he was on 
earth. St. Thomas shows us how near St. Joseph is to God when 
he says that the nearer anything approaches the source, the more 
fully it partakes of the properties of that source, just as the 
nearer the object is to the sun the more dazzling and brilliant 
it is. The nearer the object is to the fire, the hotter it becomes. 
Who, except our Blessed Mother, is nearer to Jesus than Joseph, 
His foster father? Who, except Mary, is nearer to the source of 
grace than Joseph? Hence, no one except Mary can have shared 
more fully in the sanctity of God Himself. 
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We can emulate the life of St. Joseph, sublime though his 
practice of virtue. Yes, we can and must emulate his life. We 
can sanctify ourselves by performing all our actions with a pure 
intention. Joseph did no more. He did not work miracles nor 
preach to the heathens. The essence of his sanctity consisted 
in this, that whatever he did, he did it for the sake of God. Let 
us learn from him this, the secret of making the most of our lives, 
and like him we shall not have lived in vain. Let us, like St. 
Joseph, turn the drudgery of our daily lives into the means of 
storing up an everlasting treasure in heaven. 

“Go to Joseph” and commit your spiritual and temporal 
cares to him—to him to whom God committed Jesus and Mary, 
the two choicest objects of His predilection. Let us honor him 
as Jesus did; let us love him as Mary did, and he will be to us 
as he was to Jesus and Mary, a Father, a Patron, and a Pro- 
tector. 


My Father’s House 


T WAS a busy scene. Market day in any large town could not 
have outdone it for commotion and bustle. The cattle herded 
into unfamiliar quarters jostled and bellowed. The sheep, too, 
protested in more piteous tones, while over it all the soft moan- 
ing of the caged birds made a continuous lament. The shrill 
calling of the traders, the haggling of the buyers and sellers, the 
constant ringing of coins on the wooden tables: all added up to a 
spectacle of almost intolerable noise and confusion. 

But it was not a market. It was the Gentile court of the 
Temple of Jerusalem, that Temple which was the holiest place in 
the holy city, the one most sacred to every Jewish heart. Famil- 
iarity with this scene had made it seem usual, even accustomed, 
to most of them. After all, as the priests no doubt told visiting 
Jews from the provinces who showed signs of shock, the animals 
were needed for the prescribed sacrifices. Had not Moses him- 
self commanded it? Money had to be changed. Foreign coins 
with their images of .idolatrous emperors were forbidden for 
Temple use. The Court of the Gentiles was the best place for 
this, for though within the sacred enclosure, it did not adjoin 
the Holy of Holies. What the priests carefully concealed from 
the unsophisticated was the fact that not only the traders but 
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they themselves reaped a handsome profit from the proceeds. 
The House of God had indeed been changed into a “den of 
thieves,” into a place of avarice and graft. 

Now it was the Passover, the great Jewish feast, and the 
courts of the Temple were thronged. Never had the sellers of 
sheep and oxen done better business. Those who sold the doves 
were also satisfied, their empty cages pointing to good bargain- 
ing. The noise mounted; the shouting grew increasingly raucous. 





© Camera Clix Carl Bloch 


Then suddenly one voice made itself heard above the din: “Take 
these things away and do not make My Father’s House a place 
of business!” A tall, strongly built Man in His early thirties 
shouldered His way through the crowd. His eyes blazed with 
anger. In His hand was a whip made of the cords which were 
strewn about the floor. Before Him He drove the sellers of sheep 
and oxen. Using His whip freely, He forced them out of the 
court, their animals stampeding after them. With His other 
hand the Man overturned the money-tables, sending the coins 
cascading to the ground. Frightened birds darted overhead, 
cringing money-changers grovelled after their lost coins, one eye 
on the lashing whip. A supercilious group of temple priests 
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stared in open-mouthed amazement, dismayed at this interrup- 
tion of a profitable business. “It is that Jesus of Nazareth,” 
they told one another uneasily. But the majesty of His presence, 
the zeal of His action prevented them from attempting to stop 
Him. 

All four Evangelists recount this cleansing of the Temple 
by Our Lord, perhaps to bring home to us that it has a special 
meaning for our own lives, especially during Passiontide and 
Easter. For we, too, are temples of the Lord, and in dying for 
us, Christ has cleansed us; cleansed us of the ugly business of 
sin, the brutal trafficking with evil. God created us in His own 
image, and when our first parents defaced this image in their souls 
by sin, God sent Christ to cleanse His temples. But our merciful 
Lord did not make a whip of cords and lash the evil from our 
souls. No, He took the full punishment of sin on His own sinless 
Body. He took the merciless whipping that we deserved. He 
carried the Cross that should have bruised our shoulders. He 
died the death that justice would have decreed for us. 

During this season it is worth thinking about—this cleans- 
ing of the Temple. Lent should have had the same effect on us, 
for St. Paul tells us on Easter morning that we have risen with 
Christ and that our thoughts from now on should be of heavenly, 
not earthly things. Do we really try to keep them in heaven? 
Or would Christ have to set to work all over again to cleanse 
our temple? Do we try to occupy ourselves often with the 
thought of God’s love for us, which He proved by His Death? 
with His mercy and compassion? with the desire to love Him 
in return, to serve Him, to make Him better known and loved? 
Or are we always busy with buying and selling, with getting and 
spending? Do we lift our material concerns to a spiritual level 
by offering them to God by a simple prayer at their beginning 
and conclusion? Or are we like the money-changers, interested 
only in the daily business of profit and loss? 


If we find ourselves a little blind to the inner, spiritual 
aspect of things; if we know ourselves to be lame—walking with 
a limp on the pathways of faith, hope and charity, let us do what 
the poor in this Gospel of the cleansing of the Temple did. Not 
frightened at seeing Jesus in His anger drive from His Father’s 
House those who were turning it into a den of thieves, they knew 
that He did what needed doing and they crowded about Him in 
simple trust: “And the blind and the lame came to Him in the 
Temple and He healed them” (Matt. 21:14). 
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Not As Orphans 


E WAS very tired. The past days had been strenuous ones, 
demanding an expenditure of energy both physical and 
mental, which had left little time for rest. Events were obviously 
working toward a climax. He could see it in the worried faces 
of His friends, sense it in the tenseness of His opponents. But 
now for a little while He could relax. He was alone with the few 
He loved most on earth. It was a holiday and the room had a 
festive air, the table set for supper, the lamps glimmering in the 
darkness. About Him they had gathered, His faithful ones who 
loved without always understanding. John was there, ardent 
and sure as ever; eager, impetuous Peter; James, the silent and 
ready; the quiet Andrew and friendly Philip; Thomas, too, with 
his questioning mind, and the others. 


Looking at them, He felt his heart stir; how He loved them! 
He must gather together all His powers and give them what 
would sustain them for the days ahead. He must give Himself 
to them in a way He had not yet done; must be for them shield, 
mediator, atonement and above all, way, the way to union with 
His Father. 


Thus it was that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, sat down 
at the supper table that evening of the first Holy Thursday and 
gave for the first time to His disciples that Food which is the 
Bread of life eternal, that Food which is Himself. And thus it 
is that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, still feeds His faithful ones 
today. Really present through the Consecration of the Mass, 
He gives us still His Body to eat and His Blood to drink. For 
the Mass is Christ as Head and High Priest offering Himself for 
the redemption of men, to gather together into the living unity 
of His Mystical Body all generations of mankind. 


Christ was, in fact, on the day of His Incarnation, conse- 
crated our Priest and our Pontiff, made our Mediator, given the 
office of pleading the cause of a guilty world. More than this, 
He was made the Offering, the Propitiation for the sins of the 
world. He was to offer God a sacrifice and a victim—Himself— 
which would be capable of satisfying the Father’s wronged honor 
and His outraged justice. He, the Son, must present to the 
Father, merit, virtue and holiness, sufficient to counterbalance 
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the dreadful weight of human malice, guilt and wickedness. 


This is what Christ accomplished on Calvary. As a repara- 
tion, He gave His Blood, His Life, after having first sacrificed His 
reputation, His honor and His liberty. He suffered and died 
as the most devoted of victims in order to render God the satis- 
faction claimed by His justice. At the same time He practiced 
sublime virtues, virtues carried to uttermost perfection in order 
to restore God’s honor, that honor which man had defaced by 
his sinful ingratitude. 


On Calvary, too, Christ willed to be raised between heaven 
and earth to show us that, in His Person, He was uniting the 
Offended and the offender; that He was fulfilling His office of 
Mediator, Intercessor, Ambassador. He bore our prayers to God, 
lifting them up on His Cross; He united them with His virtues 
and merits. He expiated and cleansed in His own Precious 
Blood all our sins. And from heaven He brought down to us 
peace, pardon and salvation. 


Christ continues this blessed office in the Holy Eucharist. 
Firstly, in the Holy Sacrifice, where, by the hands of the visible 
priest, He, the invisible Priest, raises Himself above the altar, 
offering to the Father for a guilty world, His prayers, His desires, 
His merits, His very Self. Secondly, in His abiding Presence, 
where again we adore Him raised between heaven and earth, and 
see Him, amidst the splendor and solemnity of our worship, as 
accomplishing His office of Mediator and Shield. 


Truly, Our Lord has not left us orphans. As He promised, 
He is with us still in the Holy Eucharist. Let us try to pay a 
little of our enormous debt of gratitude for this great Gift by 
entering more deeply this Passiontide and during the grace-filled 
Easter season into the mysteries of God’s Love. With the help 
of His grace, let us seek to penetrate into the hidden riches of 
the Blessed Sacrament. It is, in truth, our Shield, averting the 
strokes of God’s justice, and It is our Strength in the daily battle 
against our enemies: the devil, the world and ourselves. But 
the Holy Eucharist is more. It is the Gift of Love, one of the 
chief means of uniting us to God. Love must be our response to 
this Sacrament of Love. Sin is but the absence of good, of love, 
and by filling that void with God, with the love of God, with 
submission to His will, we shall overcome sin. Let us help Christ 
to consummate on the altar His triumph of Calvary. 
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At the Foot of the Cross 


NLIGHTENED by a prophetic light, John the Baptist rec- 
ognised in Jesus the Redeemer, the One who would die to 
expiate the sins of men: “Behold the Lamb of God,” he said, 
“behold Him who taketh away the sins of the world” (John 
1:29). How much more brilliantly clear that truth was in the 
eyes of Our Lady! Her perfect understanding of the Divine 
Scriptures would have sufficed to reveal to her the fearful Passion 
toward which her Son was journeying. Did she not read in Isaias 
this clear prophecy: “There is no beauty in him nor comeliness; 
and we have seen him and there was no sightliness, that we 
should be desirous of him; despised and the most abject of men, 
a man of sorrows and acquainted with infirmity; and his look 
was as it were hidden and despised, whereupon we esteemed him 
not” (Isaias 53:2,3). 

Mary read and meditated on these and other prophecies; 
she knew that they would be fulfilled in her Son. Doubtless 
Jesus Himself often spoke of them with her as of the great work 
they had to accomplish in common. If He willed several times 
to announce to His disciples His Passion and Death at Jerusalem, 
how could He have been silent about them to His Mother, who 
was to have so important a share in them? He spoke of these 
things to her so that she might live with Him in the thought of 
the sacrifice, and that she might say like Him: “I have a baptism 
wherewith I am to be baptized” (Luke 12:50). 

Can we imagine what the thought of the terrible Passion 
meant to Our Lady, and the presentiment of the Cross that ever 
stood before the eye of her mind? Think of the agony of any 
mother knowing beforehand the tortures that her child will have 
to endure, and you will suspect something of Mary’s inner mar- 
tyrdom as she read in the Scriptures verses like: “He was 
wounded for our iniquities, he was bruised for our sins... He 
shall be led as a sheep to the slaughter. .. and he shall not open 
his mouth... The Lord was pleased to bruise him in infirmity. . . 
He was reputed with the wicked...” (Isa. 53:5-12). 

Now, it was for us that from the first she accepted that mar- 
tyrdom. The same prophecy that revealed to her the depth of 
the sufferings of .ier Son spoke to her also of their purpose, the 
salvation of men: “Surely he hath borne our infirmities and car- 
ried our sorrows... ‘The chastisement of our peace was upon 
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him and by his bruises we are healed... If he shall lay down his 
life for sin, he shall see a long-lived seed” (Isa. 53:4,5,10). 

Our Lady entered into God’s designs, and accepted before- 
hand the sacrifice that would become a gushing fount of life. 
Although her heart was pierced, she longed, like Jesus, for the 
hour which was to give a “long-lived seed” to her Son and to 
herself, and restore to God His lost children. When that for- 
midable hour had come, Mary was ready, and she stood erect by 
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her Son’s side: “Now there stood*by the Cross of Jesus His 
Mother” (John 19:25). 


“She stood,” and like a sacrificing priest, she offered her 
Victim freely, voluntarily. No creature can have any idea of 
her pain in those terrible hours, a pain made extreme by the in- 
effable tenderness of her heart, by the very fineness of her physi- 
cal constitution, and, above all, by her spiritual insight; for she 
was both a mother and bound to her Son by a unique privilege 
of perfection and of holiness. And yet we must not think of her 
as overcome, fainting, supported by the holy women. No; 
“stabat,” she “stood,” like the priest at the altar, absolute mis- 
tress of her thoughts, her feelings, and her will. She did more 
than submit to the demands of Divine Justice, she entered un- 
reservedly into the designs of the Eternal Father, sacrificing her 
only Son for the salvation of the world. “She had to unite with 
the Eternal Father and they had in common to deliver up to 
execution Him who was their Son in common, for that is why 
Providence called her to the foot of the Cross.” She was im- 
plementing the consent spoken at the Annunciation, confirmed 
at the Presentation, renewed all her life long: she was giving 
her Son for us. 

The dominant thought in her soul was the thought of our 
redemption. “When with her mother’s eyes she looked fixedly 
at her Son’s wounds,” says St. Ambrose, “what was uppermost 
in her mind was not her beloved Son’s death but the salvation 
of the world.” If she could have taken Jesus down from the 
Cross and saved Him from death she would not have done it, any 
more than Jesus Himself willed to save Himself from His execu- 
tioners. She, too, said in her heart: “The chalice which my 
Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?” (John 18:11.) If 
all her life she was intimately united to her Son, willing all that 
He willed, never was that union more complete than in the hour 
in which Christ consummated His mission. “The will of Christ 
and that of Mary formed but one; their two holocausts formed 
but one. Jesus and Mary offered their sacrifice similarly to 
God: Jesus in the Blood of His Body, Mary in the blood of her 
heart.” 

That is why Our Lady stood at the foot of the Cross, in the 
attitude of a priest, immolating her Son to give us life. At the 
same time she offered herself, with her heart crushed and her 
soul in desolation, with her grief, “more vast than the sea.” 

—From ‘Our Lady in Our Life” by M. V. Bernadot, O.P. 
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‘The Empty Tomb 


HE news spread quickly through the city, early that Sunday 
morning, that the Tomb in the garden of Joseph of Arima- 
thea was empty. The Roman soldiers guarding it said that the 
Body was stolen as they slept (not being able to explain, of 
course, how the theft was executed, or how they could give such 
testimony if they had been sleeping)! Nor could they explain 
how the winding sheet that had wrapped the Body had been 
carefully folded by the robbers in the hurried act of stealing it 
away. Still further, they were at a loss to explain how the huge 
rock sealing the tomb, which would have taken a dozen men to 
move, had been rolled back from the entrance without a single 
soldier awakening! But the more lame their excuses, the more 
apparent it was to the people of Jerusalem that it was not an 
impostor who had been put to death on the Friday before, and 
had been laid in the heavily-guarded tomb. 
Every fresh happening in those awful days indicated the ful- 
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fillment of the Scriptural prophecies, and an act of Dei- 
cide! The fear of the soldiers, the open sepulchre, the 
empty tomb, the promise Jesus had made to rise on the third 
day and its evident fulfillment in spite of the precautions that 
had been taken—all pointed to the terrible position in which the 
Jewish authorities had placed themselves. 


That Easter morning after the first Good Friday was indeed 
the turning point of human history. The old law of symbol gave 
way to the law of reality. Christ, the Son of God, had come into 
the world to bring good tidings of great joy, the message of 
Redemption. He had come to promulgate a doctrine of love 
and peace. He had been rejected as an impostor, usurping all 
authority. He had been arrested as an enemy of the people, 
condemned to death, and crucified. But now, His victory was 
apparent. He had risen from the tomb! He had put to shame 
His enemies! He had triumphed over death! He had demon- 
strated His right to the claims of Divinity and of a Divine King- 
ship! A new era had dawned. Christ, the God-man, had com- 
pleted the mystery of man’s salvation and redemption. By 
His Death He had freed mankind from sin, paying the penalty 
demanded by the Eternal Father; by His Resurrection He had 
restored the most important privileges lost by original sin. His 
Church, born on the Cross, could begin its mission to convert 
the world and to save, down through the centuries, the souls for 
which He died. The Resurrection was the complete victory of 
Christ over the powers of darkness, a victory which goes on until 
the end of time in the Church by means of her life-giving Sac- 
raments. 


The joyous Alleluias heard throughout the world on this 
Easter morning of 1959 are heartfelt expressions of faith and 
hope generated through the centuries by Christ’s Resurrection. 
In the hearts of all who profess belief in Christ, the feast of 
Easter awakens joyous emotions of faith and hope. On Good 
Friday, all was darkness, sorrow and despair. Today all is bright- 
ness, joy and hope. 

In the light of Christ’s Resurrection, our lives take on new 
meaning. We respond to the mystery of the Resurrection by a 
spiritual re-awakening, by a spiritual rising in grace. We see 
the sorrows, sufferings, trials and failures of our life in their true 
light. Christ’s Resurrection dispels all doubts about eternal life, 
and assures us that after this vale of tears the faithful soul will 
be united in the unending happiness of heaven with Him who 
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came into this world as its Savior. We have His solemn assur- 
ance: “I am Resurrection and Life! He who believes in Me, 
even if he die, shall live” (John 11:25). 

The feast of Easter brings back to our thoughts the great 
truths of our Faith, and it should inspire us with a new zeal for 
the things taught by our Risen Savior. It was on this day that 
Christ gave the great power of the Sacrament of Penance to His 
Apostles, when He said to them: “Receive the Holy Spirit! 
Whose sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven them; and whose 
sins you shall retain, they are retained.” In commemoration of 
the institution of this great Sacrament, and that all His members 
may “rise with Christ” to a new life, Catholics the world over 
receive the Sacrament of Penance and approach the altar rail 
to be united in the most perfect manner possible with the Risen 
Jesus. Were it not for these Sacraments, life would be unbear- 
able, and sin would conquer the hearts and souls of men, as is 
all too evident from the deadly effects we see all about us. On 
this Easter day we should re-dedicate ourselves to the principles 
of Christian life, and consecrate ourselves anew to loyal service 
in the army of the Risen Savior. 

Easter is the feast of peace, but the world is engaged in a 
never-ending search for the means of peace, because it does not 
recognize the fact that there can be no peace until men have 
learned the meaning of the empty tomb, the lessons of the Risen 
Savior. “Jesus came and stood in the midst and said to them: 
‘Peace be to you.’” Let us stand at the empty tomb and hear 
this message of the Savior this Easter Day. Let us hear, too, 
in the words of St. Paul, how we make this peace our own: “If 
you be risen with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Mind the things that 
are above, not the things of earth.” When all men learn this 
lesson of seeking the things above, there will be peace in the 
world. Let us pray, and pray fervently, that this day may soon 
dawn. 





Our Holy Father, Pope John XXIll, has called the Bible, 
“the Divine Book that is made to illuminate the path of life 
from childhood to the most advanced age.” Do you read this 
Divine Book? 
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St. Joseph, Adorer of the Divine Child 


SIDE from the Blessed Virgin, St. Joseph was the first and 
most perfect adorer of Christ. From the moment when 

the Angel relieved him of the tormenting doubts concerning 
Mary, St. Joseph never ceased adoring Jesus in her womb. And 
after the Child’s birth at Bethlehem, he adored Him uninterrupt- 
edly in union with Mary. When his work took him away from 
the presence of Jesus, he adored Him in spirit, uniting with his 
holy spouse in interior prayer and union with the Holy Child. 


Faith, humility, purity and love—these were the keynotes 
of his adoration. No saint ever vibrated with a more ardent 
faith, or bowed down in deeper humility; no angel ever glistened 
with brighter purity; and as for his love, neither saint nor angel 
ever has, nor ever will, come within range of his burning charity, 
which expressed itself so fully in devotedness. 


How greatly the Word 
Incarnate was glorified by 
the adoration of St. Joseph 
as, with Mary, he atoned 
for the indifference and in- 
gratitude of mankind in 
general! St. Joseph joined 
with the Blessed Virgin in 
adoration, and united him- 
self to Christ, whose Heart 
was filled with sentiments 
of adoration, love, and 
praise for the Father and 
of charity for men. Saint 
Joseph’s adoration kept 
pace with every stage of 
Our Lord’s life, drawing 
upon the grace, the spirit, 
and the virtue of each mys- 
tery. In the Incarnation, 
he adored the self-annihila- 
tion of the Son of God; at Bethlehem, His poverty; at Nazareth, 
the silence, the apparent weakness, the obedience, and all the 
other virtues of Christ. He knew them well, and he grasped 
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clearly the reason why Christ practiced them—for the love and 
glory of His Heavenly Father. 

St. Joseph adored, interiorly at least, everything that Jesus 
said and thought, and, joining with these thoughts and words, 
glorified the Father in heaven together with His Son, whose 
foster father he was privileged to be. In this way the life of 
St. Joseph was a life of perfect adoration. 

Close union with this holy adorer will teach us to adore Our 
Lord and live in intimacy with Him throughout the day and 
night as did St. Joseph. And this adoration will bring into our 
lives the blessing of the Divine Priest, as St. Joseph’s adoration 
won for him that blessing from the little Priest of Nazareth. 


(Thoughts of Blessed Peter Julian Eymard.) 


Life’s Most Important Moment 


HE greatest moment in life is the moment of death. On it 
eternity depends. In the ordinary Providence of God, a 
good death is the reward of a good life. “As you live so shall 
you die” is an adage that has proved true countless times. But 
we know, too, and it is a wonderful consolation, that God some- 
times goes out of His ordinary way, so to say, and works a mir- 
acle of grace. We often see the supreme grace of a holy death 
granted to one who during life has persisted in sin. The penitent 
thief on the cross is an outstanding example of God’s infinite 
mercy. And there have been many others. 

When we stop to think that at every tick of the clock souls 
are being called before the judgment seat of Christ, we ask in 
awe: “How many of those souls were prepared to face a just 
Judge?” How many have never even heard the name of Christ, 
and of those who have been blessed with the true Faith, how 
many have lived only to abuse it! Certain it is that thousands 
of the dying never gave a single thought in their whole life to 
the tremendous question of saving their souls. 

Many of the saints of God have been heart-broken with 
grief over the loss of souls. They know how dear these souls 
are to the Heart of Jesus, how much that Sacred Heart suffered 
for them, and how He yearns for their salvation. Appalled by 
the number that seemed doomed to eternal damnation, Saint 
Teresa begged her Sisters to pray unceasingly that these souls 
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might be snatched from the grasp of the devil. St. Ignatius 
Loyola urged the members of his Society to keep constantly in 
mind all the places where the Holy Name of God was ignored 
and where the doctrine of Christ was rejected and the Precious 
Blood seemed to have been shed in vain. He urged that if they 
could not help those unfortunate souls by their personal efforts, 
their desire and prayers might save them from hell. 

By our prayers we can save many of those who even at this 
moment are hanging over the precipice of hell. Why is it that 
our charity is so seldom extended to the dying? It surely can- 
not be that we do not realize what death means! Do we lack 
confidence in prayer, or in the infinite mercy of God? How won- 
derful it would be, how much it would mean to the Heart of 
Jesus, if by our daily prayers for the dying we would save many 
souls. St. Pius X urged all the faithful to adopt the practice 
of praying daily for the dying; for, he said, if it is a holy and 
wholesome thought to pray for the dead who, though in purga- 
tory, are assured of salvation, it is no less commendable to im- 
plore aid from heaven for those who are fighting the last battle, 
on which eternity depends. 

The following beautiful prayer, which is indulgenced, will 
appeal to those who appreciate the full significance of the grace 
of a happy death. 

O most merciful Jesus, lover of souls, I beseech Thee by 

the agony of Thy Most Sacred Heart and the sorrow of Thine 

Immaculate Mother, wash clean in Thy Blood the sinners of 

the whole world who are now in their agony and are to die 

this day. Amen. 


VY. Heart of Jesus, who didst suffer death’s agony. 
Ry. Have mercy on the dying. 


An indulgence of 300 days each time. A plenary indulgence once 
a month on the usual conditions if this prayer is said with devotion 
thrice daily at three different times. (“Raccolta,” 671.) 


In the Garden of Gethsemane the Heart of Christ was 
broken by the thought of souls who would not profit by His 
Sacred Passion. We can do much to recompense Him for His 
Agony. It may be said that there is nothing that will more 
truly show sympathy with the desires of the Sacred Heart. Pray 
then for all the intentions of the Sacred Heart, but in particular 
for the dying. 


To implore for yourself and loved ones the grace of a happy hour 
of death, have your names enrolled in our Association of Perpetual 
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Adoration. Thus you will have the great consolation of knowing that 
day and night, as long as you live, consecrated souls, praying before 
the Blessed Sacrament exposed in our five Sanctuaries of Perpetual 
Adoration, will be imploring this grace for you, together with many 
other Divine favors, and that after your death, if you are detained in 
purgatory. their prayers will follow you and will help to obtain your 
speedy release. 

Those wishing to become members are asked to make an offering 
according to their means and generosity for the maintenance of our five 
Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration, which are located at: Clyde, Mis- 
souri; Mundelein, Illinois; Tucson, Arizona; Kansas City, Missouri; 
and San Diego, California. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Cross amid Lilies 


APPY EASTER! is the usual greeting on everybody’s lips 

at this time of year, the more seasonable way of saying 

“Good day.” However, to the Catholic who really lives his faith, 

“Happy Easter” means much more than this. For him it is the 

simplest way of wishing those he meets the blessing of God and 

that eternal life with Him in heaven of which Christ’s own glori- 
ous Resurrection is the pledge and promise. 

Actually, when we say “Happy Easter,” we are making an 
act of faith in our own resurrection. As Catholics, we know that 
death is not the end of everything as it was believed to be by the 
ancient pagans, and by the modern pagans among whom we 
live. No, death is the beginning of everything: the beginning of 
that real life which will never end. When we think of death, we 
usually think of a coffin, a monument, a tomb. If we are real 
Christians, we will go beyond this and think of an empty Tomb, 
the great stone rolled back from an empty grave; for Christ 
truly rose and we rise with Him. His Resurrection is the pledge 
of our own. 

It is, though, a pledge with a condition attached. We will 
rise from the dead, but whether we rise to glory and happiness 
or to misery and unhappiness depends on us. Our Savior, in a 
love which we will never be able to understand, spent Himself 
to the limit to redeem us with a Redemption so abundant that it 
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leaves us breathless. He ransomed us from the devil and now 
heaven is ours for the asking. But we must ask, by deeds as 
well as by words. We must earn heaven by our lives on earth. 
For we do not just drift into heaven. Christ Himself warned us 
that, it is to be “taken by storm.” In all the joy of the Easter 
garden, we should not forget the Garden of Gethsemane that 
went before. 

The outlines of the Cross on the altar, half hidden though 
it may be by the graceful Easter lilies, can serve to remind us of 
the souls in Purgatory who have not grasped these facts as well 
as they might while on earth. The true meaning of Easter, the 
real life which their Baptism implied, did not penetrate to the 
depths of their being, but remained more or less on the surface. 
In the struggle to earn a living, to win security, wealth perhaps, 
they did not allow the grace of God to do all that He wanted it 
to do in their souls. The good in their lives was mixed with 
much that was not good, that was merely natural, un-Christian, 
rooted in the “old Adam” instead of in the new Adam, Christ. 
And so at death these souls were still unready for the eternal 
Easter. But God’s saving Will enables them to continue to pro- 
gress toward that readiness by granting them Purgatory, where 
all that is not of Him is purged away to the perfect image of 
Christ, His beloved Son. 

In our Easter joy, then, let us not forget these holy souls; 
let us pray for them, begging Christ to increase His mercy toward 
them; offering for them some of the merits of our good works, 
that God’s redeeming grace may hasten their transformation. 
The gloriously risen Christ lives on in His Church. The life of 
the Church is a perpetual Easter because she is sure that He 
“remains with her all days,|even to the consummation of the 
world.” As members of this glorious Church, triumphant in the 
possession of Christ even in the midst of the struggles of this life, 
let us do all we can to increase her joy and the joy of Easter by 
remembering the holy souls. 





K Spiritual Vitamin for March 


We adore Thy Cross, O Lord, and we praise 
. and glorify Thy holy Resurrection, for by the wood 
of the Cross joy came into the whole world. 
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Novena to Saint Benedict 


March 13 to March 21 


St. Benedict’s neighbors knew that he had a compassionate 
heart and that his intercession with God was powerful. Pope 
St. Gregory tells us about some of the marvelous favors he ob- 
tained for those who sought his help. We can tell you about 
others within the last few years which have been told us by grate- 
ful persons who invoked his aid. Here are three of them: 


“I heard a man say he had received favors from St. Benedict, so 
I prayed to the Saint when our business was failing immensely. I 
promised an offering in his honor if my prayers would be heard. 
Thanks to God and his intercession, my two sons took over the business, 
and my daughter kept her job, and they are doing a wonderful business. 
I do not need to worry. Thanks to God and your prayers for this in- 
tention, everything went like a miracle.” 


“T made a promise after getting a cure for my grandson two days 
old to send this offering. The baby had been having convulsions for 
thirty-six hours every few minutes. I dipped St. Benedict’s medal in 
the water and medicine that were given to him, and right away there 
was a great change for the better, and the next day the baby was well.’’ 


“Early this spring our potato crop seemed to be ruined. Water 
from heavy rains flooded the fields, so it seemed only a miracle could 
save the crop. I placed a St. Benedict medal in the garden and prayed 
to the Saint. Our crop was a big success, and in comparison with the 
neighbors’ crops, it seems that only the intercession of St. Benedict 
prevented for us what might have been a complete failure.” 
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If you are having some spiritual or temporal difficulty, why 
not join us in the Novena to| St. Benedict, which will be made 
just before his feast, March 21? If you wish to let us know the 
intentions you want included \in the novena, we shall be happy 
to place them on the altar during the novena. 

Leaflets with a Novena Prayer may be obtained from us at 2 for 
1¢. Our booklet, St. Benedict, the Beloved of God, is 15¢ a copy. If 


you have never read it, why not send for this concise account of his life 
and miracles, his medal, and prayers in his honor? 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


The Benedictine Vocation — 
Life Centered in God 


N SEVERAL of his Epistles, St. Paul draws an illuminating 
comparison between the human body and Christ’s Mystical 
Body, which he uses as a convincing argument for the practice of 
mutual charity, a virtue all Christians must exercise. He shows 
clearly that, as in the human y multiplicity of members and 
diversity of operations are no obstacle to its unity, so neither in 
the Mystical Body is the diversity of spiritual gifts a hindrance 
to unity. On the contrary, all the different gifts are given by the 
Holy Spirit for the building up of the Mystical Body, while the 
individual faithful sanctify themselves in the vocation and office 
entrusted to each. Christ is the ideal of all, but each must strive 
for perfection in Him by striving to reproduce some virtue or 
aspect of the Master’s life that accords with his natural endow- 
ments and gifts. 

So it is, too, in the evolution of religious Orders, where we 
find the Holy Spirit breathing in many souls to inspire in them 
the desire to follow some particular vocation. He groups these 
souls together to set forth before the world the convincing ex- 
ample of some particular virtue of the Savior, which the circum- 
stances and needs of the Church require at a given time. Each 
religious Order, according to the teaching of St. Thomas, has a 
particular virtue of Christ to honor. This fact is worth consider- 
ing, for it brings out that the beauty and sanctity of the Church 
results in a great measure from this permanent reproduction of 
the different virtues of Christ by the various religious Orders. 
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It also manifests how, with mutual love and reverence for the 
ideal of each, all work together for the building up of the Mys- 
tical Body of Christ—the Church. 


In writing on the Benedictine Vocation, which we propose 
to do here, this explanation will make it clear that there is not 
the least intention of belittling other Orders approved by the 
Church. Unquestionably, the different Orders approved by the 
Church have been providentially decreed and created by God to 
renew and manifest continuously to the world the fulness of the 
virtues united in Christ. By general consent, poverty is assigned 
to the Franciscans; defense of the truth to the Dominicans; 
solitude to the Carthusians; prayer to the Carmelites and other 
strictly contemplative Orders; charity to the Congregations de- 
voted to the spiritual and corporal works of mercy. But in what 
do the Benedictines specialize? What virtue do they set before 
the world? M. Olier in his writings frequently and emphatically 
points out the special characteristic of the Benedictine Order as 
that “of maintaining and renewing continuously in the Church 
the spirit of religion.” 

Again, let us quote St. Thomas in what he has to say re- 
garding this “virtue of religion,” for it throws light on this es- 
sential characteristic of the Benedictines. “One may,” he says, 
“regard the virtue of religion in either of two ways: firstly, in 
its technical significance as a moral virtue prescribing the acts 
proper to worship, such as adoration, prayer, and sacrifice.”. In 
this sense, although especially applicable to Benedictines, it is 
more or less common to all religious Orders. But in its second 
sense it has a higher and deeper significance when it is regarded 
as the master virtue, controlling all others, regulating human 
activities, and centralizing the whole life in God. 

Understood in this sense, the virtue of religion was the root- 
virtue of Christ. It determined all His actions. It inspired Him, 
at His entrance into the world, to offer Himself a victim to His 
Father in place of the empty sacrifices of the Old Law, by the 
surrender of His entire self to the Divine behests. It is also 
under the inspiration of this virtue that the Benedictine, on the 
day of profession, offers himself in sacrifice. When, at the Offer- 
tory of the Mass, he lays upon the altar the written formula of 
his oblation, he protests that his offering united to that of the 
Eucharistic Victim becomes from that moment final and irrevo- 
cable. To live for God, to seek Him in and above all: this is ab- 
solutely essential to the Benedictine life. 
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St. Benedict’s chief requirement for acceptance of a candi- 
date is that he truly seek God. This condition is vital. Nothing 
else can take its place. From the very fact that the religious, 
when once professed, must be penetrated with the spirit which 
impelled his Divine Model to seek at every moment, and in every 
action, the will and glory of the Father, it is evident that the 
Benedictine aim cannot be the manifestation of any one parti- 
cular aspect, but rather of the whole trend of the life of Christ 
as controlled and guided by the motive of religion. “I do always 
the things that are pleasing to Him” (His Father), Our Lord 
declared not only once, but several times, during His public life, 
and this was the principle of His every act from His Incarnation 
to His last breath on the Cross. 


So it should be with a Benedictine. He must keep his eyes 
ever fixed on God and on the Church, the index finger to him of 
the Divine Will. This spirit of religion, which should be to him, 
as it was to Christ, a lamp warming and lighting all his life, is 
kept alive by one permanent work, the Opus Dei: the DIVINE 
OFFICE. To it, St. Benedict declares, nothing is to be preferred. 


In contrast, then, to other Orders and modern Congrega- 
tions, which, inspired by the Holy Spirit, tend to perfection by 
the imitation of some particular virtue or aspect of the life of 
Christ, the Benedictine undertakes no special work as his ex- 
clusive aim, even as he excludes none which is compatible with 
the common life and the liturgy. He consecrates his whole being 
to God in the general practice of Christianity, and in an adapta- 
bility to take up any work of which the Church, by stress of 
time and circumstance, may stand in need. This he has done 
in the past, as Benedictine history shows; this he is doing today, 
as is attested by the activities of the Benedictine monasteries 
and convents of che present time. 


The interests and needs of the Church are the one concern 
of the Benedictine; he knows no other. He prays, he studies, 
he works for her interests. In proportion as he frees himself from 
all earthly shackles and is united with God, he brings to her 
service more clear-sightedness of judgment, more energy of ac- 
tion, more self-sacrificing ardor. If the Church has no need of 
him in a particular role or mission, he remains in obscurity, serv- 
ing her better perhaps by prayer than by speech or action. If 
she invokes the aid of his learning, he is at attention. If she calls 
for an apostle to reclaim people from error and subject them to 
the yoke of Christ, he goes forth with self-sacrificing zeal. What- 
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ever may be the Church’s need, the Benedictine is ready for 
service. 


The reconstruction of society on the everlasting basis of 
Christian civilization has been through the past fourteen cen- 
turies the glory of Monasticism. That is why Pope Pius XII, 
in one of his last documents, gave to St. Benedict the title of 
“Patron of Europe.” Already in 1947, on the occasion of the 
14th Centenary of the Death of St. Benedict, he issued an En- 
cyclical extolling the work of Saint Benedict and his followers 
throughout the centuries, and drawing attention to the world’s 
present need of going back to him. “All classes of society,” he 
said, “if they studiously and seriously examine the life, teaching 
and glorious achievements of St. Benedict, cannot but fall under 
the influence of his gentle but powerful inspiration. Indeed, 
they will spontaneously recognize that our age, troubled and 
anxious about the vast material and moral ruins, perils and losses 
that have been heaped up, can borrow from him the needed 
remedies. But before all, let them remember and consider that 
the sacred principles of religion and its norms of conduct are the 
safest and soundest foundation of human society. If they are 
disregarded and compromised, everything that promotes order, 
peace and prosperity among men and nations, as almost neces- 
sary consequences, collapses.” 


On the eve of the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, February 10, 
1952, Pius XII flatly declared in an address that the world was 
heading toward ruin. The cause of the impending disaster he 
described in no uncertain terms as “religious lukewarmness,” 
“fnertia,” “thoughtlessness,” “apathy,” “listlessness,” “insensi- 
bility,” “lethargy of spirit”. He was not speaking of the godless, 
but of the faithful who seem no longer to care. It is against this 
indifference that the “spirit of religion” which is fostered by the 
Benedictine Vocation is directed. Tradition throughout the 
centuries speaks of a promise made by God to St. Benedict that 
His Order would last until the end of time and render great serv- 
ice to the Church in the latter ages. The influence of the Bene- 
dictine Vocation on contemporary society can still form in all 
grades of that society the perfect Christian. Yes, the world today 
greatly needs Benedictines, men and women of prayer, men and 
women of work, exemplifying in themselves that sublime motto 
which sums up the Benedictine Vocation: Orare et Laborare— 
Pray and Work! 
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[ | | Prayer and Work | 
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The ideals of St. Benedict’s age-old Rule 
combined with the Perpetual Adoration 
of the Most Blessed Sacrament, exposed 
day and night on the altar, is the form 
of Benedictine life that the Holy Spirit 
has marked out for those He calls to our 
Congregation of Benedictine Sisters of 
Perpetual Adoration. 'The harmonious 
Benedictine balance of prayer and work 
draws souls who prefer a mixed active 
and contemplative life. Young ladies, 
between 16 and 30, interested in our vo- 
cation are invited to write to: 








Rev. Mother Prioress General 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 








In the Footsteps of the Saints... 


HOSE who become Brothers in Benedictine Monasteries 
walk in the footsteps of the Saints. For their lives 
resemble those of Saint Joseph and other great Saints who 
found holiness in living lives of deep interior union with Christ, 
while serving Him in others. Benedictine Brothers are an essential 
part of each monastery of the Order, helping to maintain their age- 
less tradition of prayer and work. 


Young men interested in becoming Benedictine Brothers are 
invited to write to: 


Brother Instructor, Conception Abbey, Conception, Missouri 
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Life for Life, Love for Love 


ACH GOOD FRIDAY commemorates God’s love for us 
made manifest in the most heroic degree in the Passion and 
Death of Our Lord on the Cross—a Sacrifice of infinite value, 
accomplished through the merciful love of the Father, the obedi- 
ent love of the Son, and the limitless love outpouring from the 
Holy Spirit. Here is the language of love spoken in a manner 
more eloquent than words. Christ replaces the old law of sacri- 
fice and fear with the new law of sacrifice and LOVE. With 
sweet simplicity He counsels, ““A new commandment I give unto 
you, that you love one another as I have loved you!” This is 
the sum and substance of the law of love, the merging of past, 
present and future in one reparative act of Divine Sacrifice. 


Our hearts would be cold indeed, did they not respond to 
this overwhelming love of God. One of the most efficacious 
means of increasing our love for Him, and our spirit of sacrifice 
and self-surrender, is meditation on His Passion and Death. 

This was a firm conviction held by Father Lukas Etlin. 
“Jesus hanging on the Cross, the victim of sin and the victim 
of love! What an object to call forth expressions of love! Medi- 
tation on our Savior hanging on the Cross is fruitful for interior 
union. It is one of the easiest helps to enkindle fervor and holy 
love,” he once wrote to a priest who shared his intimate friend- 
ship. 

This meditation on the Passion of Christ was one of Father 
Lukas’ favorite devotions, commencing in his boyhood and de- 
veloping into an ever more ardent love of God and fuller recogni- 
tion of the necessity for reparation. St. Paul’s words, “He loved 
me and delivered Himself for me” (Gal. 2:20) drew a spontan- 
eous rejoinder from his own heart: “Wherefore, I must love Him 
and sacrifice myself for Him.” Again and again, when gently 
admonished to conserve his physical strength, he would reply, 
“How can I spare myself in the service of Him who died for me?” 

As spiritual director of the Benedictine Convent of Perpet- 
ual Adoration at Clyde, Father Lukas encouraged the Sisters to 
meditate frequently on the Passion of Christ; He exhorted them 
not merely to excite their emotions, but to bring forth fruits of 
virtue and an increased love of God. “Meditation on the Pas- 
sion will make abnegation easy,” he counseled. “Consideration 
of the mysteries of the Passion must have this effect for our 
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Father Lukas at his desk. 


sanctification. Otherwise it will not be fruitful. Through such 
meditation we must become holy, purified; our will must turn 
away from what is sinful, and turn with all its strength, all its 
love, to our Lord Jesus Christ, to love Him and surrender our- 
selves to Him.” 

Father Lukas was privileged to have a deeply significant 
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appreciation of the Lenten season. He understood that this was 
the acceptable time for sacrifice, when self-denial for the love 
of God bore special fruit. The days of Holy Week were to him 
truly holy days, culminating on Holy Thursday and Good Fri- 
day, when to the Sisters he seemed completely abandoned to in- 
tense recollection and union with the Suffering Savior. 

Beside his desk hung a large hand-carved Crucifix, to re- 
mind him in a special way of the Savior’s love for mankind. 
Often he would kneel before it, his head resting on the nail- 
pierced feet, while he repeated acts of love or made a spiritual 
communion. Then, imprinting a fervent kiss on the feet of the 
image, he would resume his work. A touching painting of the 
scourged and thorn-crowned Savior, and a companion picture of 
Our Lady of Sorrows, both from the brush of the famous Belgian 
artist, Joseph Janssens, stood on a ledge just behind his desk. 
These, too, constantly urged him to an increased appreciation of 
the infinite love of Christ in complete sacrifice, and of His 
Mother’s love united with her Son in that Sacrifice. 

In another letter to the same priest-friend, he confided: 
“T rejoice! I am infinitely rich in the Lord and His Passion, and 
I am protected against the assaults of the evil spirit. Oh, the 
treasures of Jesus! God grant that I may make good use of 
them every day!” 

This continued fusion of his daily life with the Passion of 
Christ became even more apparent after his unexpected death. 
A penciled note was found in his spectacle case: “Jesus Crucified, 
have mercy on me. Jesus has loved me. He has delivered Him- 
self up for me.” It seemed completely consistent with his way 
of life that his favorite admonition, “Life for Life, love for Love 
and one day blood for Blood” found complete fulfiment in the 
manner and the moment of his soul’s surrender to God. 


Work is going forward on the gathering of data on the life, virtues 
and writings of Father Lukas, preparatory to the introduction of. his 
Cause into the Diocesan Tribunal of Kansas City-St. Joseph. Meanwhile 
we urge our readers to continue their fervent prayers for the success 
of the proceedings and the ultimate success of the Cause, if God so wills. 
One of the most important factors in a beatification and later canoniza- 
tion is that the people manifest their interest and their love for the 
candidate and their desire for his beatification and canonization, and 
that they offer prayers and sacrifices to draw down God’s blessing. As 
is well known, miracles are required to indicate God’s will that the 
Cause go onward. No public veneration of Father Lukas is permitted. 
Nevertheless, private prayers and novenas are encouraged and may be 
offered to obtain favors from God through his intercession. Offerings 
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toward the development of this worthy Cause would be appreciated. 

Small folders with picture of Father Lukas and his favorite Ma- 
donna, with a brief sketch of his life and some favorite ejaculations, 
may be had on request from the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual 
Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. At present there is no English book on 
the life of Father Lukas, but we still have many copies of his biography 
in German (50¢ a copy). Some of our readers may wish to have copies 
sent to relatives and friends in Germany, Austria and Switzerland. Just 
send us the address, with an additional 10¢ for postage, and we will 
mail directly from here. 





Mass Stipends 


MASS STIPENDS sent to us are forwarded promptly where they will 
be conscientiously persolved at an early date. The stipend for Low Masses 
is $2.00; for High Masses, $5.00; for Gregorian Masses the clergy of the diocese 
of Kansas City-St. Joseph may ask an offering of from $60.00 to $75.00 if the 
set is to be started immediately. Those who wish to have Gregorian Masses 
said at the Missions may send them to us for transmission for an offering of 
from $30.00—$45.00. 

All Mass Intentions received at our dependent priories are promptly for- 
warded to the Motherhouse at Clyde. Arrangements will be made at the par- 
ticular priory, as far as possible, for anyone wishing to have a High Mass of- 
fered there. 
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5¢ each 
Saint Joseph with Divine Child ... - 4% x 8 in. 
Ecce Homo 5% x 8 in. 
Thorn-Crowned Savior, (bust) 54 x7 in. 
Saint Benedict ........ 5% x 8 in. 
Jesus Scourged } Companion pictures, 
Sorrowful Mother ({ venerated by Father Lukas 5% x 7% in. 

\ “ f 
(These two available also in holy card size 1¢ each.) 

2 for 5¢ 
Christ on the Cross (Limpias) 4% x 6% in. 
Jesus Carrying Cross : 4% x 6% in. 
Jesus, Thorn-Crowned, with reed ) Companion 4% x 6% in. 
Sorrowful Mother, holding crown of thorns f pictures 
Mary Standing at Foot of Cross 4% x 6% in. 
Son, Behold Thy Mother 4% x 6% in. 
Jesus Meets His Mother on Way to Calvary ................ 4% x 6% in. 
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Joy — the “Echo of God’s Life in Us” 


Christian joy that flowers from the Mystery of Easter is 
compatible with mental and physical anguish and the daily 
drives of human passions. It survives the collapse of fortune 
and the inroads of disease. It laughs in the face of death itself. 

As one writer expressed this truth, “God has not promised 
us sun without rain, joy without sorrow, health without pain. 
But God will give us Light in the darkness, Strength from above, 
Infinite Pity and Undying Love.” 

It was the realization of this truth that sustained the mar- 
tyrs and sent them laughing and singing into eternity. It 
prompted St. Lawrence on the gridiron, with his flesh roasting 
over the coals, to say to his executioners, “Turn now and eat, 
my friends; this side is done.” It inspired Saint Ignatius of 
Antioch, as he faced the lions in the Roman amphitheater, to 
burst forth into poetry: “I am the wheat of Christ; I must be 
ground by the teeth of beasts that I may become a pure bread.” 

This Christian joy that is ushered in with the Easter 
Alleluia, and burns symbolically in the Easter candle, is the sign 
of the true Christian life. It is a resurgence and a bursting forth 
from within the soul of the spirit of faith; it is like a bud spring- 
ing from |the earth in the April rain, or a chick popping from the 
egg. “Joy,” as Dom Columba Marmion says, “is the echo of 
God’s life in us.” It is the echo of the Risen Christ in us. It is 
peace that sings in the heart and shines in the eyes of the Chris- 
tian in the state of grace. It is the glowing conviction that 
forced from the lips of St. Paul those significant words: “For 
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 

The writer of these lines—Rev. Walter Sullivan, O.S.B.—died 
some months ago after years of suffering, culminating in months of 


excruciating pain. How much more emphatically would he repeat this 
message now, could he speak to us from beyond the grave! 








Let YOUR Candle burn before the Blessed Sac- 


rament a$ a symbol of your faith, hope and charity, representing 
your dea to serve and love God constantly. A candle will be 
burned for your intentions in any of our Sanctuaries for an entire 
day and night for an offering of 50¢; one week, $3.50; one 
month, $12.00. 
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Little Lovers’ League 


HAPPY and blessed Easter to each of our Little Lovers! 

May your hearts be filled with that joy and peace which 
the Son of God brought us when He rose from the dead on Easter 
morning. You know, dear Little Lovers, that in the Apostles’ 
Creed, we say: “I believe... in Jesus Christ... who suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.” Think 
of how sad it would be if we had to stop there. But you know 
that we do not stop there. No, we go on triumphantly to say: 
“The third day He arose again from the dead!” Christ’s Resur- 
rection is the very basis of our Faith. If He had done everything 
else, but had not risen from death, we would not be sure that He 
is truly God. But the Resurrection proves to us that Christ is 
indeed God, for only God can rise from the grave and come back 
to life through His own power. It proves to us that all Jesus 
said was true and it assures us that He loves us with a love that 
is stronger than death, with an eternal love that can lift us from 
the death of sin and bring us to eternal happiness with Him. 
Think of this on Easter, dear Little Lovers, and thank Jesus with 
all your hearts for His Resurrection. Ask Him to show you how 
to live your lives so as to be worthy of the endless Easter morn- 
ing, which is heaven. 


PRACTICE: Make it a point to show some act of kindness to one 
member of your family each day of the Easter season and pray the 
following ejaculation fervently morning and evening: 


ASPIRATION: Heart of Jesus, our life and resurrection, have 
mercy on us! 


The Legend of the Lily 


Once upon a time in a garden not far from the city of Jeru- 
salem, the lilies were still tightly curled in their green sheaths 
though it was April and the other flowers were beginning to 
bloom. But spring had been late that year and the cold rain fell 
with icy drops on the lilies’ shivering leaves. “You had better 
stay in there and not come out yet,” they warned the hidden 
buds, “you’ll catch your death of cold in this kind of weather. 
It even makes us tremble.” The lilies took the warning and did 
not venture to put out even one inquiring petal. 

That is why they were not aware of the small group of 
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people who came hastily to the garden on the eve of the Sabbath. 
The men in the group were carrying something which must 
have been very precious to them, judging by the great care with 
which they held it. The women wrapped in their dark cloaks 
seemed gad and mournful. The tears of one with golden hair 
fell on a hidden lily: “It surely must be raining,” thought the 
lily, “and growing warmer out.” The group went straight to the 
rock tomb in the center of the garden, entered it, and when they 
left, the precious burden they had carried was no longer with 
them. ‘Someone has died,” whispered the trees among them- 
selves, “and they are burying him here with haste, for it is almost 
the Sabbath and they must be back in Jerusalem according to 
the Law,” After they left, the garden was cold and still again. 

On the first day of the week, the gossiping trees noticed that 
the woman with the golden hair had come again to the garden. 
When saw that the stone which had been against the tomb 
was rolled back, she seemed very frightened. Hardly stopping to 
look into the tomb, she ran from the garden, her bright hair 
streaming behind her. When she returned, two men of the party 
who had been there the first time were with her. They, too, 
looked into the tomb, and then left as quickly. The trees were 
very interested in all this, especially when they saw that the 
woman remained behind, alone in the garden. She was crying 
beside the tomb. 

Suddenly, then, the garden grew warm and still. Next, the 
birds whose singing had not been heard for several days, burst 
into a merry twittering, the trees all rustled their leaves and 
even the sleeping lilies became aware that something had hap- 
pened. They stirred in their green sheaths. Something was 
calling to them. It was time to bloom; time to come out into the 
warm spring air, into the radiant light which filled the garden. 
One by one they unfolded their shining petals, lifting their lovely 
white heads to see what had called them to life, what had so 
changed the garden. 

At first they saw only a woman on her knees before a Person 
who was so blindingly beautiful, so dazzling with light, that they 
could not look at Him for long. “It is the Great Gardener,” 
they whispered to each other in awe, “the One who made us and 
placed us here. See, He walks among us as man!” And as He 
passed them, the lilies lifted their heads for one reverent look, 
then bowed in homage, their graceful, bell-like blossoms tremb- 
ling in delight... That is the legend of the Easter lilies. And 
if you look at them on the altar on Easter morning, you will see 
that they stand there, slender and straight, bowing their heads 
before the Tabernacle where God dwells, the Great Gardener 
in His garden of souls. 
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Booklets with Real Wisdom for You 











From Earth to Heaven 
A guide to the real meaning and purpose of life. Spiritual 
maxims and guiding thoughts for achieving a truly Christian life. 


Magnificence of the Love of God 

Love, as Christ Himself told us, is the greatest Commandment. 
This booklet offers forceful thoughts on the motives for loving God 
and the way to make acts of love. Many beautiful prayers. 


The Goodness of Our Savior 

A booklet to have and read from time to time as the need arises: 
thoughts on the goodness of Our Lord, His mercy toward sinners— 
a consolation in spiritual trials and temporal needs. 


Conformity to the Will of God 

Our happiness is assured even in this life if we know how to love 
and do God’s will. This booklet offers helpful suggestions on achiev- 
ing this conformity. 


Pathways to Peace 

The peace for which men seek so desperately is to be found in 
following these three pathways—-paths which come from God and 
lead to Him. 


Go to Joseph 

Thoughts on the holiness, power and great dignity of St. Joseph. 
Reasons for honoring him and trusting in his intercession. Ideal for 
March and his feast on March 19. Available also in German. 


Devotions to Saint Joseph 
Prayers to honor this favorite and powerful Saint: Mass, litany, 
novena, consecration, etc. 


Saint Benedict 

Another Saint powerful with God is St. Benedict, the founder 
of the Benedictine Order. This booklet which tells the story of his 
miracle-filled life will help you to celebrate his feast on March 21. 


Each booklet 15¢. Postage extra. Reduction on quantities of 50 or more. 


SPECIAL OFFER: Entire set of 8 booklets for $1.10, postage 
included, IF ordered before March 15. 
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There is a lot of suffering in our world—suffering which is being wasted. 


Instead of being used, as God intended it to be, as a means of buying 
what money cannot buy: heaven, souls, self-mastery—it is wasted. 
Suffering is work, suffering is an apostolate, suffering is a means to 


sanctity. 


This latest of the Benedictine Booklets, with its inspiring, encouraging 
and Christian explanation of the true meaning and uses of suffering, 
with its positive approach to the consideration of pain, will give sufferers 
new insight into the value of trials and crosses and will be a kindly 


and thoughtful gift to anyone you know who is sick or suffering. 


15¢ a copy. Reduction on quantities of 50 or more. Postage extra. 
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